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					CHANGES IN ATTENDANCE

Please be reminded of the changes that took place in August 2024 regarding the issuing of penalty notices for school absence.
Penalty notices will be issued to parents for irregular school attendance under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

What is the rationale behind these changes?

Research published by the Department for Education in May 2022 found pupils with higher attainment in Junior Schools had lower levels of absence compared to those with lower attainment. For many children regular attendance is often the best opportunity for needs to be identified and support provided.

When could a penalty notice be issued?

Penalty notices can be issues when a pupil has been recorded as absent for 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) within 10 school weeks, with one of, or a combination of the following reasons for absence:

· The pupil is absent without leave for the purpose of a holiday (Code used to record absence – G)
· The circumstances of the pupil’s absence have not yet been established (Code used to record absence – N)
· The pupil is absent from school without authorisation (Code used to record absence – O)
· The Pupil attended after the taking of the register ended but before the end of the session (Code used to record absence – U)

Can more than one penalty notice be issued in a set period of time?

The national framework for penalty notices sets out that a maximum of 2 penalty notices per child, per parent can be issued within a rolling 3-year period. Of the national threshold of 10 sessions absence over a 10 week period is met for a third time (or subsequent times) within 3 years, Gloucestershire County Council will consider prosecution through the magistrates court under Section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996.
							                    
If you are experiencing difficulties surrounding attendance at school, please let us know so that we can support you through any difficulties that you may be facing. 
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